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No; yon are an old friend whom I cannot allow to be ruined without a word of warning. If you do not choose to act upon it, so much the worse for you."
Sham Babu was now convinced that no time was to be lost in demanding proper security for the loan. He went straight to his brother-in-law, to whom he repeated the information which he had received.
Hari Babu shook his head sadly. "Yes," he said, "lam afraid there is some truth in it. Gopal is in temporary difficulties; but you need not be anxious. I will get him to give you a mortgage on landed property worth much more than his debt to you."
Sham Babu felt somewhat reassured, but there was a point to be cleared up.
"One word more/' he said, "have you called in your loan of Bs. 20,000 ? "
Hari Babu looked at him suspiciously. " Who told you so?"
" I heard it from a reliable source."
"It must have been Barnanath, who is always seeking to make mischief. Well, yes, I did ask Gopal to repay me, not that I distrusted him but because I wanted to invest the money in land."
Sham Babu felt indignant at the man's gross selfishness, but he concealed his feelings and merely remarked that he would not leave Calcutta till the mortgage was settled. Next morning he insisted on